HOWTO
COUNT
CARDS

Running Count
At most casinos, you
start with 6-8 decks of
cards inone big pile called
the “shoe"”. The simplest
counting strategy involves keeping just
one number in your head and adjusting
itasyousee cards dealt. This number
reflects the ratio of “good" cards (those
that make blackjack) to “bad" cards (low
cards, which favour the house) remaining
inthe shoe. Startingat 0, observe ALL the
cardsasthey’re dealt.

2s - 6s favour the house: Add1for each
ofthese you see dealt to anyone - the more
of these leftinthe deck, the bigger the
house edge, so youwant them out early.
7s, 8s and 9s are neutral: No change.
10s, face cards and aces favour the
player: Deduct 1for each of these dealt
toanyone - the more of these leftin the
deck, the bigger your edge.

ZOONEWS Wl

$700,0001

\
/
How Josh Axelrad made a mint — and WaS¥um'e q,i eViery be |

P ! { f
1
H ow ) I. I Il?m‘ |
Vg
(7

True Count

A*true count” gives amore accurate
picture of your edge, since it takes into
account not only what's been dealt, but
the overall number of cards left to play.
Estimate the number of decks remaining
by looking at the discard pile and guessing
S how many decks are there, then deducting
this from the 6 or 8 decks in the full shoe.
Divide your running count (above) by
number of decks remaining for a “true
count”. When this hits positive 3 or more,
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